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Roles in the family
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Discuss the following questions with a partner:

· What are the advantages and disadvantages of traditional families?

· What are the advantages and disadvantages of traditional family roles?

· Do you or any of friends have unconventional families?

· Are you close to your extended family?

· To what extent can you rely on your extended family?
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Yours sincerely,





To what extent do you agree with the following statements?  Explain why.
	
	· People should get married before they have children.

· You’re family should support you no matter what.

· There’s a black sheep in every family.

· One parent should stay at home and look after the children.

· Bad behaviour in schools is being fuelled by 'overindulgent' parents who don't know how to say no to their children.

· A nanny can never play the part of a mother.

· Divorce is damaging to children.

· Now that divorce is so easy, do the words “Til death do us part” mean anything?

· Marriage is outdated.
· Spanish families are very close knit.


	· Children are likely to have the same political views as their parents.

· You family is your social safety net.

· You can never be lonely if you have a large family.

· Parents should lead by example.

· A step-parent has an impossible job.

· It’s healthy for families to argue.

· Parents shouldn’t take their children to bars and restaurants.

· The disintegration of the traditional family has led to many societal problems.

· Household tasks should be shared equally between husband and wife.

· Parents raise sons and daughters differently.

· My parents have always set a good example.
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Roles in the family:  Idioms match up
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When do you think you’ll tie the knot?
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Who wears the trousers in your house?

Are your family very close knit?


Are your parents a match made in heaven?

Who’s the black sheep in your family?

Who’s the apple of your father’s eye?

Are you a chip off the old block?

Do any of your family members fight like cat and dog?

Is blood thicker than water?

Did your parents suffer from empty nest when you left home?

The Battle of the Sexes
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Look at the two adverts.  

· Who are they targeted at?

· What message are they trying to convey?

· Is it wrong for women to embrace their masculine side or for men to embrace their feminine side?

Types of family


traditional family,   unconventional family,    nuclear family,    


extended family,  blended family,     single parent family,   international family,    


single sex family,    close knit family
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Roles in the family:  


homemaker,   housewife,   the heart of the family,   househusband,   stay at home mum/ dad,   breadwinner,   provider,   leader,   wears the trousers,   rules the roost,   


father figure,    role model,   the black sheep, the apple of my eye





�
The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.


He’s a chip off the old block.


It runs in the family.


He takes after his mother.


Birds of a feather flock together.


�
�
�
The rest of the family like him.�
�
�
They’re my own flesh and blood.


�
�
�
Children are similar to their parents.�
�
�
She rules the roost. 


She wears the trousers in our house.


�
�
�
He likes spending time with his family.�
�
�
He’s a family man.


�
�
�
Religion unites a family.�
�
�
There is bad blood between them.


They hate each other's guts �They are at each other's throats �They fight like cat and dog. 


�
�
�
The rest of the family don’t like him.�
�
�
He’s the apple of their eye.


He’s their blue-eyed boy.


�
�
�
She’s the boss.�
�
�
He’s the black sheep of the family.�
�
�
We’re related.


�
�
�
The family that prays together stays together.


�
�
�
The family members fight/ argue/ aren’t happy with each other. �
�






�
Blood is thicker than water.


Families stay together through thick and thin.


�
�
�
The sadness experienced by a parent when their children leave home.�
�
�
empty nest syndrome


�
�
�
Family members take priority over other people. / Family members support each other.


�
�
�
Tie the knot.


Get hitched.


�
�
�
A family who get on well and see each other a lot.�
�
�
You can choose your friends but you can’t choose your family.


�
�
�
Get married.�
�
�
Cut the apron strings.�
�
�
A couple who are perfect for each other.


�
�
�
The sins of the father shall be visited upon the son.


�
�
�
You have to accept the family that you have.�
�
�
A close knit family�
�
�
To become independent from your mother.�
�
�
a match made in heaven�
�
�
Children often suffer because of their parents’ mistakes.�
�
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